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(l) Denying your request to reopen a
determination or a decision;

(m) Withholding temporarily benefits
based on a wage earner’s estimate of
earnings to avoid creating an overpay-
ment;

(n) Determining whether (and the
amount of) travel expenses incurred
are reimbursable in connection with
proceedings before us;

(o) Denying your request to readjudi-
cate your claim and apply an Acquies-
cence Ruling;

(p) Findings on whether we can col-
lect an overpayment by using the Fed-
eral income tax refund offset procedure
(see § 404.523);

(q) Determining whether an organiza-
tion may collect a fee from you for ex-
penses it incurred in serving as your
representative payee (see § 404.2040a);

(r) Declining under § 404.633(f) to
make a determination on a claim for
benefits based on alleged misinforma-
tion because one or more of the condi-
tions specified in § 404.633(f) are not
met;

(s) The assignment of a monthly pay-
ment day (see § 404.1807);

(t) Determining whether we will refer
information about your overpayment
to a consumer reporting agency (see
§§ 404.527 and 422.305 of this chapter);
and

(u) Determining whether we will
refer your overpayment to the Depart-
ment of the Treasury for collection by
offset against Federal payments due
you (see §§ 404.527 and 422.310 of this
chapter).

[45 FR 52081, Aug. 5, 1980, as amended at 51
FR 8808, Mar. 14, 1986; 55 FR 1018, Jan. 11,
1990; 56 FR 52469, Oct. 21, 1991; 57 FR 23057,
June 1, 1992; 59 FR 44925, Aug. 31, 1994; 62 FR
6120, Feb. 11, 1997; 62 FR 64278, Dec. 5, 1997]

§ 404.904 Notice of the initial deter-
mination.

We shall mail a written notice of the
initial determination to you at your
last known address. The reasons for the
initial determination and the effect of
the initial determination will be stated
in the notice. The notice also informs
you of the right to a reconsideration.
We will not mail a notice if the bene-
ficiary’s entitlement to benefits has
ended because of his or her death.

[51 FR 300, Jan. 3, 1986]

§ 404.905 Effect of an initial deter-
mination.

An initial determination is binding
unless you request a reconsideration
within the stated time period, or we re-
vise the initial determination.

[51 FR 300, Jan. 3, 1986]

§ 404.906 Testing modifications to the
disability determination proce-
dures.

(a) Applicability and scope. Notwith-
standing any other provision in this
part or part 422 of this chapter, we are
establishing the procedures set out in
this section to test modifications to
our disability determination process.
These modifications will enable us to
test, either individually or in one or
more combinations, the effect of: hav-
ing disability claim managers assume
primary responsibility for processing
an application for disability benefits;
providing persons who have applied for
benefits based on disability with the
opportunity for an interview with a
decisionmaker when the decisionmaker
finds that the evidence in the file is in-
sufficient to make a fully favorable de-
termination or requires an initial de-
termination denying the claim; having
a single decisionmaker make the ini-
tial determination with assistance
from medical consultants, where appro-
priate; and eliminating the reconsider-
ation step in the administrative review
process and having a claimant who is
dissatisfied with the initial determina-
tion request a hearing before an admin-
istrative law judge. The model proce-
dures we test will be designed to pro-
vide us with information regarding the
effect of these procedural modifica-
tions and enable us to decide whether
and to what degree the disability deter-
mination process would be improved if
they were implemented on a national
level.

(b) Procedures for cases included in the
tests. Prior to commencing each test or
group of tests in selected site(s), we
will publish a notice in the FEDERAL
REGISTER. The notice will describe
which model or combinations of models
we intend to test, where the specific
test site(s) will be, and the duration of
the test(s). The individuals who par-
ticipate in the test(s) will be randomly
assigned to a test group in each site
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